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A Brahmana, a Kshatriya and a Vaishya; bereft of
this trinity of Mantras, and of their daily religious
duties at the proper time, become condemnable ii>
the society of the virtuous. (14)'
The three great Vydhriti Mantras, as well as the
Tripada (three-footed) Gayatri preceded by the eternal
Pranava shotld be regarded as the mouth of (way of
attaining) Brahma. (15)
He, who unremittingly mutters the Gbyatri Mantra^
each day, for three years, becomes ethereal as the
sky and light as the air* and attains the Supreme
Brahma. (16)
The single-lettered (Mantra^ Om) is the supreme
Brahma; Prtytyfrma is the greatest of all penitential
austerities; nothing is greater than the Stontri
(Mantra), truth-speaking is greater than the vow of
reticence. 17)
All the Vedic rites of Homa, Japa- etc., are perish-
able ; eternal and undecaying is the Pranava^ the ex-
ponent of Brahma, the lord of beings. (18)
Japa-yajnas (sacrifices of mental repetitions of
Mantras] are ten times greater than ritualistic sacrifices
(Vidhi Yajnas such as Darsha Paurnamashi etc,) men*
tioned in the Vcdas: Low-mutterings of Mantras
(Updngshu-Yapa) are a hundred times, and mental
recitations of Mantras are a thousand times more
meritorious than the Vldhi-Yajnas. (19)
The four Pdka-Yajnast which are so intimately con-
* 1 he text has Vdyu-Bhuta, Kha-Murtimd*. It means that
the votary can go anywhere he pleases like the air and assume
any shape or become bereft of all forms like the ether.
t The four Paka-Yajnas, according to Nanda Pandit, are the
offerings to gods, to all baiogs, to maaes, and to men, together with
th* offering to Brahma.